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Thoughts from the Chairperson

Chairman’s Message:
Hi Everyone

It was great to see so many people attending our Holiday Party this year, held again at
Villa Olivia. Thank you to Joyce Colletti for once again picking out the perfect table
centerpiece giveaway. | heard people wanted to make behind the scenes deals to get one. The
food was excellent as always.

I hope all of you are looking forward to the 2026 NCRS events as much as I am. Sue and
I just returned from the NCRS Regional held in Melbourne, FL. It was a great event. We had
eighteen cars participate in the new NCRS Open Class. It was nice to see so many new models
and old models all together at an NCRS event. For details about this new class, please contact
your Judging Chairman, Chris Sherman. We had many ILNCRS members participating in this
Regional. It was nice to be in Florida in the winter.

Our next event coming up is our Kickoff Part/Membership Meeting. Held again at Fox’s
Pizza, located in Mokena on Feb. 1, 2026. We have reserved the large Patio Room, so we have
plenty of room to spread out. I look forward to seeing everyone there. You may see some old
friends, as we have also invited a few local clubs to join us.

As usual, your Board of Directors have been busy planning our Spring/Summer events.
We are excited to put together the list of the 2026 events. Please check this newsletter and our
website to save the date on your calendars.

This year’s NCRS National event is being held in Charleston, SC. We have a group of
ILNCRS members who are planning on attending. If you are thinking of a summer vacation,
please consider joining us. I hear Charleston is a fun and historic place to visit!

Thank you to all the members and Board members who participate in the ILNCRS
Chapter. It is teamwork and friendship that make us successful! I look forward to seeing all of
you soon!

Congratulations to all the ILNCRS Chapter members, as we have achieved the Chapter
Top Flight Award status again for 2025.

Bill Braun

ILNCRS Chairman




FUTURE ILLINOIS CHAPTER EVENTS INCLUDE:

ILNCRS Kick-Off Party — Fox’s on Wolf, Mokena, IL — February I1**

ILNCRS Tech Session — Advanced Detailing and Paint Correction, All
About Detail, Sandwich, IL - February 21*

ILNCRS Spring Road Tour & Judging Meet — Pontiac, IL - May 15™-
16 th

Chairperson Technical Chairperson
Bill Braun Chris Sherman
Vice Chairperson Historian
Scott Lindee Randy Merzdorf
Secretary Activities Chairperson
Carol Lindee Sue Braun
Treasurer Newsletter Editor
Linda Dunlap Scott Lindee
Membership .Chalrpe.rson Website Coordinator
Ed Wodniakowski Fritz Goetz
Judging Chairperson Welcome,

Kurt! Chapter Website—

Chris Sherman

www.ILNCRS.org
Assistant Judging Chairperson A1503 V1.51t us on Facebook:
Kurt Miller [1linois Chapter NCRS

Contact Any Officer at: ILNCRSSEC@YAHOO.COM

Save the Date: Fall Color Drive Oct 18, MCACN Nov 20, Holiday Party Dec 6
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WELCOM E_/EWMEMBER
10 THE ILLINOIS CHAPTER

Nicholas Panasenko 72978

3k sk ke sk e sk i sk s sk s sk skosk sosie soske s sk s st sk st sk st sk st sk st sk sfeoske sfeosie sfeoske sk sk sk sk sk sk

Congratulations to Bill Braun,
New NCRS Region 5 Director
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Jan, Feb, May, Apr 2026 NCRS COMING EVENTS

01-10-2026 Queen City Chapter Technical Session (Mo Judging_Point

01-24-2026 Michigan Chapter Chapter Judging_School C8 Ops

01-31-2026 Heart of Ohio Chapter Online School - Corvette Lights

02-21-2026 Carolinas Chapter Preparation for Flight Judging

02-28-2026 5t Louis Chapter Judging Meet - D&A Corvette

03-07-2026 Louisiana Chapter LA Chptr Spring_Judging_Meet

03-08-2026 Mason-Dixon Chapter Adams Chevrolet Spring_Judging

03-13-2026 - 03-14-2026 Southern Arizona Chapter 2026 Spring_Judging Meet

03-19-2026 - 03-21-2026 Southeast Chapter Southeast NCES Spring Meet

03-20-2026 - 03-21-2026 Arizona Chapter Spring 2026 Meet

03-22-2026 Delaware Valley Chapter Delaware Valley 44th Run 4 Ribbons

04-10-2026 - 04-11-2026 Central California Chapter CCC/NCRS Spring_Meet Clovis 2026

04-16-2026 - 04-18-2026 St. Louis Chapter 20265how Me Regional-Springfield MO

04-24-2026 - 04-25-2026 Heartland Chapter 's Spring_Judging

04-25-2026 Heart of Ohio Chapter Judging Meet




2026 & 2027 NCRS
CI@MI/—N G EVENT. S See website!

NCRS.org

*Show Me Regional, p74 April 16-18 Springfield, MO
*Pittshurgh Tri State Regional, p76 June 4-6 Altoona, Pennsylvania
NCRS National Convention p62-73 July 26-30 Charleston, South Carolin:
Intermountain Regional, p78  September17-19  Spokane, Washington
Texas Regional October 22-24 Frisco, Texas
*Southern Arizona Chapter, p 80 March 13 Tucson, Arizona
*Southeast Chapter, p 80 March 19 Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
*Northern California Chapterp81  April 24 San Rafael, Callifornia
*Carolinas Chapter p 81 May 1 Greenville, South Carolina
*Wisconsin Chapter p 82 May 2 Antioch, llinois
*Adirondack Chapter p 82 May 8 Kingston, New York
*Sputhern California Chapterp 83~ May 15 Ramona, California
*New England Chapter p 83 May 16 Carver, Massachusetts
*Ontario Chapter p 84 May 22 Concord, Ontario, Canada
*Northeast Chapter p 84 June 19 Brookfield, Conneticut
NCRS Corvettes@Carlisle Display p85  August 19-22 (arlisle, Pennsylvania
2027 Events
48th Annual Winter Regional January 13-16 Melbourne, Florida
Carolinas Regional April 8-10 Clemson, South Carolina
Adirondack Regional May 13-15 Albany, New York
North Central June 3-5 Rochester, Minnesota
National Convention August 1-5 French Lick, Indiana

Texas Regional October 21-23 Frisco, Texas




ILLINOIS NCRS MEMBERS AT MORRIS, ILLINOIS
CAR SHOW AND SWAP MEET OCTOBER 4th




ILNCRS FALL COLOR DRIVE AND CHARITY
EVENT - OCTOBER 18™

¥t




e
Edwards Orchard
Est. 1964




TE £ |

B S el i (6
= = —a e iy Bl




Color Drive Raised $225 for Samaritans Purse Charity
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ILNCRS Members at MCACN Show November 21-23

In the Corvette world, there are several prestigious awards that only an
elite group of collectors are able to achieve. The level of commitment it
takes to obtain NCRS Top Flight ® or 4 or 5 Star Bowtie® and
Bloomington Gold Certification® or Bloomington Survivor® status is no
easy task.

We at Muscle Car and Corvette Nationals are here to offer another
opportunity for the elite group who have made the commitment to
restore and show the very best reference level Corvettes. For those
who have achieved the NCRS Top Flight ® or NCRS 4 or 5 Star
Bowtie® and Bloomington Gold Certification® or Bloomington
Survivor® status we offer what many consider the ultimate
achievement: The Triple Diamond Award.

Knowing that the credibility of any award is only as good as what is
behind it, we have assembled a team of experienced Judges that have
literally hundreds of years of combined experience in the Corvette
hobby. Our Triple Diamond judging team consists of Corvette
enthusiasts who are currently involved with the Bloomington Gold show
and many are active members for the National Corvette Restorers
Society. Many serve as members of the judging staff for these
prestigious events also. Our Judging team members combine years of
hands-on experience researching, restoring and enjoying their own
Corvettes. Their knowledge is based on this experience and a true
passion for the Corvette.

Triple Diamond Winners will receive a beautiful etched Triple Diamond Award, Triple Diamond
Certificate and Gold Concours Award and Gold Concours Certificate with your paid registration and
judging score of 950 out of 1,000 or higher.




CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR ILNCRS
TOP FLIGHT WINNERS AT MCACN

Dominic Rossi 1963 John Wellenkamp 1972
Tim Mickey 1960 Dominic Rossi 1966
Lisa Rose 2003 Rodney Wellenkamp 1975
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Thank You Driscoll Motors for continuing to
host our Illinois NCRS May Chapter Meet in
Pontiac, IL

M @ EMe RS
cHevRoLET  BUICK -
Driscoll Motors

Your did it, done it, and still dealin’ dealer!




WANT TO ADVERTISE IN OUR IL NCRS NEWSLETTER IN 2025?????
We publish 4 newsletters per year, which reach approximately 170
NCRS members each quarter.
Please contact Scott Lindee at sal70It1@yahoo.com, with a pdf or
jpeg file of your ad.
s page: $75 for the year
> page: $125 for the year
Full page: $250 for the year
T T T T T e

Mlinois NCRS Christmas Holiday Party
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. 38 very happy
' members attended
<SGl our annual holiday




What Year Body is This?

Submitted by: Jerome Lardy & Chris Sherman

What Year Body do | Have — 1953, 54 or 55?

Back in June of this year, Scott K. posted this question to the Corvette Forum. He acquired this Corvette body from
his brother Steve, who had passed away. Scott’s brother owned the body for over 25 years and said it was a 1953.
There was no chassis or parts with the car to help verify the year. The photos appear to show a Corvette Copper
color which would be from 1955. As we know, these cars have probably been painted several times over the past
70 years. If it was copper, it would be extremely rare as only 15 were produced out of a total of 700 Corvettes for
1955.

Chris Sherman of our chapter reached out to Scott and had a lengthy phone conversation with him. Chris did note

that the picture of the interior showed what appeared to be the transmission and shifter cover plate for a 1955
Corvette 3 speed. It is said that only the last 25 1955 Corvettes were built with RPO 2248, the 3-speed transmis-
sion. According to Nolan Adams book, The Complete Restoration & Technical Guide - Vol. 1, there were some oth-
er 3 speed cars documented prior to the final run but those were built as a pilot study for the late 1955 production
run. Prior to late 1955, all of the 1953 and 1554 Corvettes came with a 2-speed Powerglide automatic transmis-
sion. The 1955 manual shifter was mounted on the side of the transmission. The 1553, 1954 &1955 Powerglide

shifter was mounted to the fiberglass transmission tunnel.
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Chris reached an agreement to purchase the body and then started planning on how to pick it up. He reached
out to me for help as the body was located at a farm in Harmony, MN. It was a true field find. | met up with
Chris and we had a nice dinner and a couple of beers. The next morning after breakfast we headed out to the
farmstead. Anybody familiar with Harmony, MN knows that it is very hilly and Amish country. Chris had bor-
rowed a utility trailer that would hold the body (around 700#) as a car trailer would be overkill. Good thing he
did not bring a car trailer as the farm was up a steep hill and then we had to go up another steep hill to the field.
Chris had his 2-wheel drive pickup which is all they need in lllinois. Here in Minnesota, 4-wheel drive is the only
way to go. Steve hooked up the trailer to his 4-wheel drive and was able to climb the last incline. There, behind
the old barn was the ‘55 in all its glory. It was sitting on pallets and planks of wood. We were told it had been
here for the last four years. Four of us lifted the body onto the trailer and it fit perfectly.

Chris started looking more closely at the Corvette and determined it was originally Harvest Gold with the green
dash and eyebrow cover. You could see the original paint on the upper door panel, the windshield channel and
where the eyebrow rail cover attaches to the dash. Though not as rare as Corvette Copper, Chevrolet only made
120 Harvest Gold models out of 700 total. Once we loaded all the locose parts in the back of Chris's truck we
strapped down the body and headed back to Harmony for lunch and a celebratory beer. When Chris returned to
lllinois, he had several friends unload the body onto one of Chris's body carts that he makes for his restoration

business.
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Chris brought the ‘55 to MCACN at the Donald E. Stephens Convention Center in Rosemont, IL as a display and
tribute to the family. While at MCACN the car was awarded the Jlerry Kohn Memorial Award by Corvette Central.
The car will be restored by TiN Restorations and several parts are already in process.
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IN MEMORIAM

Good friends and members who have passed:




JLECTRIC/ LIMITED.

= AUTOMOTIVE WIRING HARNESSES /" s WIRING SYSTEMS = ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS

or almost 50 years, we've carried a full line of

1993-82 CORVETTE WIRING & ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS:

m Brand New m Concours Quality m Made to the original GM blueprint specifications

Nlrll t|‘|' AND
BlllBS&FllSES MORE!

co,,REc, 6750 W, 74th Street m Bedford Park, IL 60638 m (708) 563-0400
g WIWW.CorvetteElectrical.co

Restored
to “Just the way
they came from
the factory”

o CORVETTE —L o
/*_3 \ BESTORATION :Zisreever,
ic) 7 ¢ 163 & BEPAIRS - vichiyskieo recrmicians

For more information call C"‘-gﬁ?ﬁ%
@ (219) 663-2300 &;9
“f crOWN POINT, INDIANA S
www.mickeyscarbarn.com </ "\

- 2029




DETAIL PACKAGES
GOLD

Starting cost* $295
Entry Level - focus is mainly on
interior, includes thorough paint

protection.

PLATINUM
Starting cost* $395
Most Popular — Includes Gold
Package plus engine bay, light paint
correction, and 6-month polymer
sealant for your paint protection.

PLATINUM PLUS **
Starting cost* $795
Introduction to Ceramics - Includes
Platinum Package plus a more in-
depth paint correction and introduces

the entry level 1yr ceramic coating.

*Cost will vary depending on size and
condition of vehicle

#*Ceramic Coating may be upgraded to
another ceramic option at additional cost

Why a Ceramic Coating and/or
PPF?

Your vehicle is your 2»d biggest investment.
Protecting it, and maintaining it, will be a

priority.

Ceramic Coatings and PPF will not only help to
keep your vehicle cleaner for longer, it also
features impressive protection and surface

enhancement qualities such as: extreme gloss,
outstanding UV resistance, robust chemical
protection, rock-chip resistance (PPF), and long-

lasting durability.
Ceramic Coatings and PPF help protect almost
every inch of your vehicle. Choose from
additional options, such as:
*Windshield/All Windows

*Outer Wheels/Wheels & Barrels/
Wheels, Barrels & Calipers

*Interior Protection (for your fabrics, leather,
vinyl, hard & soft plastic surfaces)

We also offer UNDERCOATING services
to protect your undercarriage.

[=] 35 [=]

Like us on Facebook H E

-
All About Detail

Premium Reconditioning
&
Protection

630-664-7206
www.allaboutdetail.info
2690 E Church St, unit B
Sandwich, IL 60548

Matt Slaughter 630-664-7206

Brandon Etheridge

< )
All About Detail

Premium Detailing Services

vehicle reconditioning
self-healing ceramic coatings
paint protection film

@FEYNLAB
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ron SALE

1946715108860 1971 LT-1 Corvette Convertible
Steel Cities Gray, Black Vinyl Interior.
M21 Trans, 3.70 Axle
AM/FM Radio, Black Vinyl Hardtop.

2026 Corvette 3LT Coupe
Hysteria Purple Metallic
Jet Black / Sky interior
List $97535
FOR ILNCRS MEMBER PRICE
Call Ryan Tomey 844-701-9394
www.Driscollmotors.com

Numbers Matching ~ NCRS Top Flight,
Bloomington Gold Certified,
MCACN Concourse Gold,
MCACN Triple Diamond Award.
Partial Build Sheet, Reproduction Window Sticker.
Body Off Restoration, Engine Rebuilt
$62,500

(TN CERTIFIED

(HE\;RULET BUICK

Driscoll Motors

Your did it, done it, and still dealin’ dealer!

SAL70LTI@YAHOO.COM 708-670-1564
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FOR SALE

1G1YY3186K5120014 1989 RED/RED/BLACK TOP CONVERTIBLE
20K MILES RARE 6-SPEED (1st year for 6-SPD 11.3%)
GROUP # 1 PACKAGE WITH LEATHER BUCKET SEATS, LOW TIRE PRESSURE WARNING, ENGINE OIL COOLER,
RADIATOR BOOST FAN, ILLUMINATED LH VISOR MIRROR, HEAVY DUTY RADIATOR

2025 JUDGING AWARDS:
NCRS TOP FLIGHT - BLOOMINGTON GOLD CERTIFIED, GOLD SURVIVOR, BENCHMARK - MCACN CONCOURS
GOLD CERTIFIED, TRIPLE DIAMOND CERTIFICATION

SALES PRICE $25,000
Ed Wodniakowski

edwilncrs@aol.com
847/903-3473
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Off Boad is an official publication of the Illinois Chapter of the National Corvette
Restorers Society and is the intellectual property of the Illinois Chapter. Any article
within this newsletter is also the intellectual property of the author. Re-publication of
any article requires permission by the newsletter editor and the author of the

article. Re-publication should cite the original source of the article (Reprinted by
permission from: Author First name Last name. IL NCRS Off Boad Newsletter.

Volume 92, Quarter 4. Year 20253).

Love our Newsletter?
Want to contribute to the Chapter?

Please consider being our Newsletter
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